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BY-LAWS
REPUBLICAN PARTY
OF LUZERNE COUNTY

ADOPTED:
PLACE: Plains Polish American Veterans 2 Oak St, Wilkes Barre PA 18705
DATE: August 151, 2020

. ORGANIZATION

The Republican Party shall consist of:

A. Executive Committee

B. County Committee

C. Legislative Chairman

D. Such Committees as the County Chairman may from time to time recognize
E. Leadership Committee

F. Advisory Committee

G. Grievance Committee

H. All Registered Republicans in the County of Luzerne
[. Ex-Officio Members

Il. LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT COMMITTEE

Each Legislative District Committee shall be composed of two (2) qualified Republican Electors,
male or female, from each voting precinctin that Legislative District and a District Chairman to
be elected as hereby provided. “Committeeman” shall include both male and female gender,
shall be elected at the Spring Primaries in the even number years by the Republican Voters of

his voting precinct to serve a term of two (4) years.

lll. ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTY OFFICE
No person shall be eligible to hold any Executive Committee Office in the Republican
Committee in Luzerne County who, within one (1) year of the date of taking any such office, has

been registered as a member of any other party but the Republican Party of Luzerne County.

IV. COUNTY COMMITTEE
The County Committee shall consist of all Republican Committeemen from the existing

Legislative District Committees of the County.

V. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee shall consist of members who shall be as follows:
Existing Legislative District Chairmen

County Chairman

County Vice Chairman

County Secretary

County Treasurer

County Financial Secretary



Each of these members shall have one vote on all matters brought before or requiring action by
the Executive Committee. No member may hold more than one position on the Executive

Committee.

VI. GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee shall appoint a Grievance Committee consisting of a Chairman at
large, appointed by the County Chairman, and two (2) members from each of the existing
Legislative Districts to settle all county-wide disputes. Any qualified Republican may submit his
or her name to the Executive Committee for consideration for appointment.

VIl. ARBITRATION PROCEDURE

All Grievances must be submitted in writing. Each grievance shall be acknowledged within five
(5) days and a final decision rendered within thirty (30) days. The recommendation of the
Grievance Committee shall be presented to the Executive Committee. All Registered
Republicans have a right to file a Grievance. The Executive Committee shall make the final
decision on all Grievances.

VII. DISTRICT CONVENTIONS

A convention shall be held by the Committeemen of each Legislative District after the Spring
Primaries in the even numbered years for the purpose of electing a District Chairman for that
District. Notice of the Convention shall be given to all committeemen of that District at least ten
(10) days prior to the District Convention by First Class mail and by Publication in a newspaper
of general circulation, whose principal office is located in Luzerne County. The District Chairman
shall call the Convention giving notice as above provided, so that the convention shall be held
no less than fifteen (15) days or more than thirty (30) days after the said certification. If the
District Chairman of any district shall fail to give notice of the Call of the Convention within the
required time, the County Chairman shall call such Convention at a date not less than 30 days
or more than 45 days after the certification.

At any Convention called for the purpose of electing a District Chairman, the Chairman of that
District, if he shall have called the Convention and given the required notice within the specified
time or otherwise, the County Chairman shall preside at such conventions, provided however,
that after the roll call and reading of the minutes, the delegates who have been seated must
elect a temporary chairman until a new chairman for the enduring two years shall be elected,
whereupon such newly elected chairman shall immediately take the chair.

At any convention, called for the purpose of electing a District Chairman, the Chairman at
whose call the convention has assembled shall call the convention to order admitting thereto all
committeeman; and proxy holders of committeemen of the district shall be segregated and left
vacant for the delegates as they are seated. The Chairman shall thereupon cause the roll to be
called and the committeemen or the proxy holder of the committeemen shall be seated as
committeeman’s name is called. In the event a committeeman answers the roll call in person, no
proxy holder than that committeeman shall be recognized.

At any Convention called for the purpose of electing a District Chairman, the temporary
Chairman, elected by the Committeeman as above provided, shall appoint a credentials
committee composed of at least five members. State Committee members may serve on the



Credentials Committee. Two (2) overseers shall be appointed by each candidate and shall pass
upon credentials of any committeeman or any proxy holder whose rights to be seated shall be
questioned. Proper credentials consist of the Original Certificate of Election and the Official
Luzerne County Proxy. Proxy holders must present both. Two tellers representing each
candidate shall be appointed by the Candidates forthe purpose of the Official Tally.

In the event neither the District Chairman nor the County Chairman shall have called a District
Convention for the purpose of electing a District Chairman within the time provided, a majority of
the committeemen of that district may call such a convention, giving notice as above provided,
and those committeemen who have issued the call shall appoint one of their number to open the
convention and conduct same until the delegates are seated and a temporary chairmanis
elected.

IX. COUNTY CONVENTIONS

The convention of the County Committee for the election of a County Chairman and transaction
of such other business as may properly come before the committee shall be called by a majority
of the executive committee. Such convention shall be called after the said spring primaries and
ordinarily not more than fifteen (15) days after District Conventions, however if all of the district
conventions have been held prior to the fifteen day period then the convention of the county
committee and the election of a County Chairman may be held at any time after the holding of
all said District Conventions. Notice indicating date, time and, location of such convention shall
be given to each member of the County Committee by first class mail at least ten (10) days prior
thereto and by one publication in a newspaper in general circulation whose principal office is
located in Luzerne County. The County Chairman will preside at such conventions and shall
cause the roll to be called and the delegates seated as in the case of the District Conventions.
After the roll call, those delegates who shall have been seated must elect a temporary chairman
to preside over the convention until such a time as the new County Chairman shall be elected.
At any convention called for the purpose of electing a County Chairman the Temporary
Chairman elected by the Committeemen as above provided shall appoint a credentials
committee consisting of four members. State Committee members may serve on the
Credentials Committee. And two persons representing each of the candidates who shall pass
upon the credentials of any committeeman or proxy holder whose rights to be seated shall be
questioned. Proper credentials consist of the Original Certificate of Election and the Official
Luzerne County Proxy. Proxy holders must present both. Two letters representing each of the
candidates shall be appointed by the candidates for the purpose of the official tally.

The County Chairman, upon a vote of the majority of the Executive Committee, shall call a
convention of the county committee as herein provided for the transaction of any business that
may properly require the attention of the County Committee.

One hundred Committeemen can represent a quorum to call a convention in the event the
County Chairman fails to call said convention within the fifteen (15) day limit, following said
above procedure.



X. LOCATION OF CONVENTIONS

The County Committee Convention shall be held in Wilkes Barre unless a majority of the
Executive Committee shall determine that the convention shall be held at another place within
the County. Each Legislative District Convention shall be held within that district at a place to be

determined by the District Chair.

Xl. CONVENTION COSTS
The cost of the convention site of the District Conventions, called for the purpose of electing a
District Chairman, and the expenses of the County Committee Convention shall be paid by the

Treasurer of the County Committee out of available funds.

Xil. CONVENTION QUORUM
Fifty (50) members of the County Committee or their proxies shall constitute a quorum of the
“County Committee for all purposes. A majority of the Executive Committee shall constitute a

quorum of the Committee.

Xlll. PROXIES
A committeeman may be represented by proxy at any convention provided the proxy holder be
a qualified Republican elector of the same district. The proxy form shall be such as the By-Laws

call for in Article XIV.
XIV. LUZERNE COUNTY COMMITTEE PROXY
LUZERNE COUNTY COMMITTEE PROXY

KNOWN ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS

That | Luzerne County Committee Member
representing District Precinct, hereby irrevocably
make, constitute, and appoint (name), (district),
(precinct) my proxy and lawful attorney for me and in my behalf to vote
at the Luzerne County Convention to be held on day of at

My proxy is a Republican elector of the same Legislative District.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

County of
Witness my hand and official seal
This day of

My Commission expires




XV. ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Advisory Committee will consist of all standing Chairmen of Committees formed by the
County Chairman forthe good of the Republican Party. Terms of such committees will be from
the time of appointment until the next County Convention to elect a County Chairman. Members
of the Leadership Committee will be part of the Advisory Committee, if they so desire. The
Advisory Committee will be advised of all regular County Executive Committee Meetings. The
County Chairman may call upon the members of the Advisory Committee for advice, reports,
and Special Meetings as he deems necessary for the good of the Republican Party.

XVI. LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE

The Leadership Committee shall be formed by the County Chairman as follows:

All County, State, and Federal Republican Elected Officials.

The Appointed Luzerne County Parliamentarian.

All Luzerne County State Committee Members.

This committee will meet at least three (3) times per year, for the good of the Republican Party,
with the Luzerne County Executive Committee. The County Chairman may request additional
meetings if necessary.

XVII. EX-OFFICIO REPRESENTATION

The County Chairman shall recognize the Republican Women’s groups of Luzerne County by
asking the State Luzerne County Director to serve on the Advisory Committee and one
Republican Woman of his choice to represent the groups not affiliated with the State
organization. The County Chairman will also recognize the Youth Groups of Luzerne County by
one choice on his own and the Chairman of the Young Republicans and the Chairman of the
Teenage Republicans.

XVIII. COUNTY CHAIRMAN

The County Chairman shall be a duly qualified Republican elector of Luzerne County.

The County Chairman shall be elected every 4 years by the County Committee within thirty (30)
days of certification of election of at least three-fourths of the elected Republican
Committeeman by the proper government officials but not less than ten (10) days after such
certification following the Primary Elections at which members of the Committee are elected.
The County Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the County Committee and the Executive
Committee and shall be entitled to call a meeting of either group at any time he desires, in
addition to the meeting herein provided for by these By-Laws.

The County Chairman shall appoint the County Vice-Chairman and Chairman of all permanent
Committees unless otherwise provided in these by-laws giving due consideration to proper
representations of all sections of the County and to the women of the party.

The County Chairman shall conduct the affairs of the Party in accordance with the By-Laws of
the County Committee and the resolutions passed by the County Committee.

The County Chairman, with the approval of the Executive Committee, shall fillany vacancy that
occursin the County Committee offices or committees of the County Committee unless
otherwise provided in the by-laws.



The County Chairman, with the advice and with the aid of the Executive Committee, shall have
general supervision of political campaigns in the County including primaries but shall not
support any particular candidate within the Republican Party in his official capacity as County
Chairman. He shall adhere to the vote of the Executive Committee in open or closed Primaries.

XIX. COUNTY VICE CHAIRMAN

There shall be one County Vice Chairman who shall be a qualified Republican elector and shall
be appointed by the County Chairman in each even numbered year at the time designated for
the election of the County Chairman. The County Vice Chairman shall be an ex-officio member
of all committees. The County Vice Chairman shall assist and cooperate with the County
Chairman in all matters promoting the welfare of the Party. The County Vice Chairman shall
preside in the absence of the County Chairman.

XX. COUNTY SECRETARY

The Secretary shall attend all meetings of the County Executive Committee and shall record all
minutes in a book kept for that purpose. At the completion of the Secretary’s term of office all
books, records, and other items shall be surrendered to the new secretary. The Secretary shall
make available upon request a copy of these By-Laws to every present member of the County
Committee and to every newly elected and appointed member.

XXI. COUNTY FINANCIAL SECRETARY

The Financial Secretary shall assist the treasurer performing duties as assigned by the
Treasurer. He shall keep records of all Financial Reports and assist the Treasurer with the audit
prior to the County Convention. The Financial Secretary will assist the Treasurer in preparation

of the Annual Proposed Budget.

XXIl. COUNTY TREASURER

The Treasurer of the County Executive Committee shall be a Republican Elector of Luzerne
County. The Treasurer shall have charge of all funds of the County Committee.

The Treasurer shall keep a complete and accurate record of the finances of the County
Committee. Such records shall be open to inspection by the County Chairman and other
members of the Board at any time. The Treasurer shall make a written financial report to the
County Chairman every quarter and to the County Committee every quarter and to the County
Committee on or before the 31st day of January of each year.All bills incurred by the County
Committee, County Executive Committee and its officers or committees shall, after being
properly approved by the County Chairman and the Executive Committee, as provided in these
By-Laws, be paid by the County Treasurer. All checks must be signed by any two (2) of the
County Officers. At the termination of his term of office, the Treasurer shall make a written
report to the County Chairman and shall turn over to his successor all monies, books, and other
papers of the County Committee in his hands; and this report shall be made prior to the bi-
annual election of officers by the then present Treasurer in person and shall be presented under
“Old Business” to the new Treasurer.



XXIIIl. VACANCY : :
In the event of a vacancy in the office of District Committeeman, District Chairman, County
Chairman, County Vice Chairman, County Secretary, County Treasurer, or County Financial
Secretary caused by a resignation, death, change of party affiliation, removal from the District or
County, or any other causes, the vacancy shall be filled as follows:

A. A vacancy inthe office of committeemen shall be filled by the Executive Committee at
any time except from Primary Day until after the Election of a new County Chairman.
Any elected District Party Official may submit to the Executive Committee names for
appointment.

B. A vacancy inthe office of District Chairman of any Legislative District shall be filled by
the Vice Chairman for the remainder of the term.

C. A Vacancy in the office of County Vice Chairman, County Secretary, County Treasurer,
or County Financial Secretary shall be filled by the Executive Committee within 30 days
by appointment of a qualified Republican elector of Luzerne County.

D. In the event a vacancy shall occurin the office of County Chairman, the Vice Chairman
will serve out the remainder of the term.

XXIV. DISTRICT VICE CHAIRMAN

Each District Chairman of the respective Legislative Districts of the County shall appoint one
Vice-Chairman within thirty (30) days of the District Chairman’s election. If the appointment is
not made within the thirty (30) day period the County Executive Committee will have the right to
appoint. He may vote in the absence of the District Chairman.

XXV. NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES ‘

In the event that the electors of the Republican Party have failed to nominate a candidate for
any office atthe Primary or General election, or in the event of resignation, removal, or death of
any Republican Candidate from any office, the Executive Committee of the Republican Party of
Luzerne County shall designate and name the Republican Candidate for the office.
Recommendations may be made by local committees or organizations where said vacancies
exist.

XXVI. ELIGIBILITY

In order to hold any office under the Rules of the Republican Party of Luzerne County, a person
shall be a duly qualified Republican Elector residing in Luzerne County provided, however, that
to hold certain offices hereinabove mentioned, the elector shall also be required to reside in the
voting precinct or Legislative District in which he holds office.

XXVII. BY-LAWS

The Rules of the Republican Party of Luzerne County may be changed in whole or in part by a
majority vote of the Committeemen present at any County Convention.

It is encouraged by the Luzerne County Executive Committee that each Legislative District have
By-Laws consistent with the County By-Laws.



XXVIIi. COUNTY ENDORSEMENTS
The Executive Committee will determine whether Primary is Opened or Closed.

XXIX. PAID COUNTY HELP
Provision is made for paid County Clerical help if the County Chairman and Executive
Committee deem necessary.

XXX. DISTRICT MEETINGS

A Legislative District meeting can be held with the quorum of:

A District Chair, or Vice Chairman on the Chairman'’s behalf

One (1) other member of the District Officers

Five (5) members of the Legislative Districts Committeemen

This is for meeting purposes only and not for the purpose of electing a District Chairman.

XXXI. ELECTRONIC VOTING
When necessary the Executive Board may conduct business electronically. Meetings and voting

are permissible when no other option is available.

X0, COMMITTEEMEN
Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:



